
 

 

 

 

EXPERT ADVISORY GROUPS AND PANELS OF EXPERTS 
 

The British Pharmacopoeia (BP) operates within the wider Medicines and Healthcare products 

Regulatory Agency (the Agency), forming an important function of the MHRA regulatory centre and is 

closely linked to work across other expert centres. The BP is part of the overall system for protecting 

public health by providing and publishing high quality standards for medicines and pharmaceutical 

substances in the UK. As a comprehensive source of UK and European standards for medicines, the 

BP has a global impact, being used in over 100 countries worldwide. In addition, the BP has significant 

input to the work of the European Pharmacopoeia (Ph. Eur.). 

 

Expert Advisory Groups (EAGs) and Panels of Experts play a critical role in the development of the 

British Pharmacopoeia (BP), British Pharmacopoeia (Veterinary) [BP (Vet)] and British Approved 

Names [BAN]. The groups are made up of experts who provide advice to the British Pharmacopoeia 

Commission and are generally focused on the production of monographs for medicinal products. We 

are eager for experts joining these groups to bring a range of experience from all areas of industry, 

healthcare and academia – this helps us to develop robust, relevant and rigorous standards that are 

an important part of safeguarding public health and complement regulatory requirements.  

By working with other Agency experts, members of our EAGs and Panels can gain first-hand 

knowledge of the latest regulatory developments and have a direct impact on the standard-setting 

process for UK medicines. 

 

Duties of a member 

Experts can expect to work closely with the BP Secretariat on the preparation and revision of 

monographs and other texts for inclusion in the BP and the BP (Vet). When reviewing draft 

monographs, appendices and supplementary chapters, experts will review reports from the BP 

Laboratory and, where possible, provide independent experimental data to assist decision making. 

Collaboration may also be required to support the BP’s representatives on Ph. Eur. Groups of Experts 

in the development of texts for the Ph. Eur..  

Depending on the EAG or Panel, you will be expected to work through attendance at meetings (up to 

2 per year) or by correspondence. We encourage digital ways of working, providing electronic papers 

and forum access on our website to experts. Experts also receive complimentary access to the BP.  

Appointments are made by the British Pharmacopoeia Commission, usually for a 4-year term, with a 

full review of membership every 4 years. 

 

 



 

 

Skills and competencies 

Our groups are split into specific areas and members are appointed based on their expertise in a 

certain area.  

We are looking for experts with the following characteristics and experiences: 

Behaviours/characteristics Experience/understanding 

• Open minded 

• Collaborative 

• Organised and punctual 

• Enthusiastic 

• Responsive 

• Comfortable working digitally 

• Analytical or pharmaceutical research and 
development  

• Quality control in pharmaceuticals or 
independent testing laboratories 

• Understanding of the BP  

• Knowledge of global regulatory practices  

• Access to lab resources is desirable 

 

EAGs and Panels 

Our EAGs and Panels each focus on specific areas, detailed in the table below.  

Generally, EAGs meet twice a year, whilst Panels of Experts usually work by correspondence.  

 Expert Advisory Group Subject area/drug class 

ABS: Antibiotics Antibacterials; Antibiotics 

BIO:  Biological and 
Biotechnological Products 

Immunosera; Vaccines; Recombinant proteins 

HCM: Herbal and 
Complementary Medicines 

Crude drugs; Homoeopathic preparations; 
Traditional herbal materials; Ayurvedic medicines 

MC1, MC2 and MC3: 
Medicinal Chemicals 

Small-medium molecular weight molecules, prescription and over 
the counter medicines, steroids, vitamins 

NOM: Nomenclature Drug nomenclature; Policy 

PCY: Pharmacy Pharmaceutical aspects; General monographs; Pharmaceutical 
techniques; Dosage form monographs 

ULM: Unlicensed Medicines General monographs; Supplementary chapters (guidance); 
Formulated preparations 

Panels of Experts  

CX Excipients 

BLP Blood products 

DNA Identification techniques 

IGC Inorganic and general chemicals 

MIC Microbiology 

RAD Radioactive materials 

VET Veterinary medicines 

VIP Veterinary immunological products 



 

Expressions of interest 

If you are interested in joining one or more of our EAGs or Panels please send your expression of 

interest by completing the attached form and sending your CV to bpcom@mhra.gov.uk. 

Please note, an expression of interest will not guarantee an invitation to join an EAG or Panel. The full 

range of criteria that will be considered when reviewing expressions of interests is listed in Annex 1.  

The deadline for responses is 31 July 2018.  

Invitations will be sent to interested parties once all responses have been considered. 

 

  

mailto:bpcom@mhra.gov.uk?subject=EAG%20Membership%202018
https://www.pharmacopoeia.com/content/file/Expression-of-interest-form-2018.pdf


 

ANNEX 1 

CRITERIA FOR APPOINTMENT 

 

Essential criteria 

1. Experience and knowledge   

Current and relevant expertise related to the control of drug substances and medicinal products 

and/or the development of control methods and/or formulations. Experience will be relevant to the 

function of the individual EAG/Panel and should include at least one of the following: 

 

a) Quality control in pharmaceutical manufacturing (e.g. hospital or industrial); 

b) Quality control in an independent testing laboratory; 

c) Analytical research and development (e.g. academic or industrial); 

d) Formulation research and development (e.g. academic or industrial); 

e) Knowledge of current regulatory practices.  

 

2. Contribution  

a) Able to devote sufficient time to the work of the EAG/Panel (meeting attendance, preparation, 

response to circulars/requests for advice between meetings, review of European 

Pharmacopoeia texts). 

b) Able to identify emerging issues and trends that might have an impact on the pharmacopoeia. 

c) Able to suggest policies, plans or service provision that will meet the needs of pharmacopoeia 

users based on an up-to-date knowledge of needs, issues and relevant good practice. 

d) Able to provide constructive challenge to papers and assumptions while remaining willing to 

reach consensus when beneficial to progress. 

e) Able to work with EAG colleagues to ensure quality outcomes are delivered at pace and to 

standard, recognising when to draw in expertise from other sources. 

 

3. Communication  

a) Able to communicate and present information accurately and concisely. 

b) Able to participate enthusiastically at meetings, engaging confidently with and influencing 

colleagues to generate commitment to pharmacopoeial goals. 

c) Able to promote actively the pharmacopoeia when giving presentations and to communicate 

with conviction in the face of challenge. 

d) Able to articulate options to minimise reputational risk and impact where necessary. 

 

4. Impartiality  

a) Able to recognise and declare conflicts of interest and to act accordingly. 

b) Able and willing to work within the constraints of confidentiality and the Code of Practice on 

Declaring Interests in the Pharmaceutical Industry. 

c) Demonstrate a belief in the principle of independent quality standards set by pharmacopoeias. 

d) Able to provide unbiased advice based on robust analysis of data. 

 

5. Electronic working  

a) Will embrace Digital by Default ways of working. 

 

Desirable criteria 

a) Access to laboratory facilities to enable verification of methods. 

b) Understanding of the purpose and function of a pharmacopoeia and its place in the overall 

regulatory system. 

c) Awareness of international activities and how they impact at national level. 


